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Presentation Notes
The Eadwine Psalter: Produced at Christ Church in Canterbury, England, ca. 1155–60, with additions 1160–70�Cambridge, Trinity College Library, MS R.17.1. Image of fol. 283v, depicting the scribe Eadwine, for whom the Psalter is named, working at his desk. The Eadwine Psalter (Cambridge, Trinity College Library, MS R.17.1) was written and illustrated ca. 1155–60, with additions 1160–70, and was at this time the most complicated copy of the Utrecht. Its text comprises five different versions of the text of the psalms: all three of the Latin versions—the Gallicanum, the Romanum, and the Hebraicum—as well as an Old-English version interlined with the Romanum, and an Anglo-Norman version with the Hebraicum. In addition, each psalm is accompanied by a prologue and a collect. The artists executed the drawings and other decoration in colored inks and washes, to a much greater extent than in the Harley. �
Source: <http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://libraries.slu.edu/archives/digcoll/mssexhibit07/images/eadwine01.jpg&imgrefurl=http://libraries.slu.edu/archives/digcoll/mssexhibit07/manuscripts/eadwine.html&h=1101&w=818&sz=228&hl=en&start=3&usg=__Aza_ewRTsh4R-KrbGYYYS0pyoNg=&tbnid=V5RK_nCxmar1cM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=111&prev=/images%3Fq%3DEadwine%2BCambridge%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den>. 



PROCEDURES (1)
• Plan on signing up ASAP for COLT 1990 

(“Senior Thesis preparation”). 
• To do so you need a thesis director – so 

approach faculty straightaway.
• Schedule appointments with professors 

to discuss your thesis plans. Decide (with 
them) who will be your director and who 
will be your second reader. 

• Note: one of the two must be a member of 
our dept. The other may be in another 
dept. 



PROCEDURES (2)
• Locate your your thesis director’s COLT 

1990 section number – look for it in the 
Banner Class schedule.

• Register ASAP for COLT 1990. As your 
grade option for the fall choose S/NC. 

• When you register again in the spring for 
COLT 1990,  choose ABC/NC, if you 
prefer.



PROCEDURES (3)
• Download the “Honors Thesis 

Information” form from the dept.’s web 
site. 

• Fill it out on your computer rather than by 
hand. Include the provisional title of your 
thesis, your proposal abstract, and an 
initial bibliography 

• Your form must be signed by both your 
readers – i.e., your thesis director + your 
2nd reader.



PROCEDURES (4)
• Honors Thesis Information” form is due at 

the department by Oct. 15.
• However, it is better to aim on getting 

your draft ready by October 1.
• That will give you and your readers an 

extra two weeks, should revisions be 
needed.



PROCEDURES (5)
• You must hand your readers a healthy 

chunk of draft by December 10. 
• Be prepared to work like mad during the 

January break. 
• Full draft of thesis is due March 15. 
• Submit by April 15 one copy of your final 

draft to each reader, and also one copy to 
the Department office.

• You will be notified in early May whether 
your thesis is accepted for Honors.
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Presentation Notes
Page with Matthew the Evangelist, Book of Matthew, Ebbo Gospels. c. 816 - 35. Ink, gold, and colors on vellum, (26 x 22.2 cm). Bibliothèque Municipale, Epernay, France. . Source: <http://teachers.sduhsd.k12.ca.us/ltrupe/ART%20History%20Web/final/imagelinkschap14.html>. 



OUR EXPECTATIONS FOR THE THESIS
• The honors thesis must be the outcome 

of a significant amount of research.
• Its project will be of a comparative nature.
• It will feature the languages and 

literatures in your concentration program. 
• You will read and cite non-English 

materials in the original language. 
• Your references in notes and bibliography 

will follow the rules of the MLA or 
Chicago style sheet – use the links on the 
dept.’s web sites.



YOUR TOPIC
• Pick a general subject that will sustain 

your interest for half a year.
• Look for a specific question that intrigues 

you.  
• Be patient with it: expect to find the 

answers later and by stages. 
• If you have difficulty in coming up with 

one firm topic, jot down instead three or 
four hypothetical topics. 

• Discuss those alternatives with faculty: 
your best option will gradually emerge. 



HOW TO TALK TO YOUR READERS
• Advice from Charles Lipson, in How to Write a BA 

Thesis (Chicago, U of Chicago P, 2005). 
• First "think on paper" in order to generate ideas.
• Then visit several faculty members. Sound each of 

them out about your area of interest and the 
topic(s) you are considering.

• Prepare those meetings: outline your area of 
interest and your questions about it. 

• Tell how well equipped you are to investigate your 
area and what skills you still need to hone for it.

• Bring along an annotated list of relevant courses 
that you have taken, seminar papers you have 
written, special skills you have.



HOW TO WORK WITH YOUR THESIS 
DIRECTOR

• "Bring your own agenda and questions to each 
meeting."

• "At the end of each meeting, set a time and a specific 
task for the next meeting."

• "Use brief regular meetings to keep your project on 
track."

• "Try to do some brief informal writing for most 
meetings." Bring along two copies. 

• A tip on how to “prime the pump” for such writing: 
Whenever you complete a set of readings, write a 
bibliographic essay in which you delineate the most 
important items read. Outline the major points found by 
you in each author or critic, and also note your own 
responses.
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Presentation Notes
Christine de Pizan Writing Collected Works of Christine de Pizan MS. Harley 4431, f.4R. French, 15th century British Library, London . Source: <http://mw.mcmaster.ca/scriptorium/images/0082w.html>. 
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