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' The paper argues that Spinoza is influenced by i

epicureanism. This is evident particularly in the conflict
between authority—understood as the kind of figure that
5, R p £ is impervious to argumentation—and the calculation of |
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utility (phronesis) that is the precondition of action. This
SEHR. o B conflict is complex because in certain circumstances we

¥ D may calculate that it is to our utility to allow a personin 1
JaRY, - * authority to calculate on our behalf.

£ The paper indicates, in addition, that the way Spinoza > &
constructs the relation between authority and utility can

inform our political predicament today. Spinoza may offer | £
an alternative to populism as to why we have political
figures who lack authority. And his thinking on utility
could help us reconsider instrumentality in the neoliberal r
age.




